San José State University
Department of Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social Sciences
AAS 33A: Asian Americans and U.S. History and Political Institutions
Fall 2017

Left: Political cartoon showing injustice against Native Americans
Middle: Political cartoon with text, “He awakes to find that Emancipation hasn’t much altered his position after all.”
Right: Political cartoon with text, “The American Gulliver and Chinese Lilliputians: Shall the last spike be driven?”

C ourse and C ontact Information
Instructor: Yvonne Y. Kwan, PhD
O ffice Location: DMH 213
Telephone: TBA
Email: yvonne.y.kwan@sjsu.edu
O ffice Hours: Mondays 2-3p & Wednesdays 10:30-11:30a
C lass Days/Time: Mondays and Wednesdays 12-1:15p (Section 04)
C lassroom: ENGR 343
GE/American Institutions C ategory: D2 Social Sciences and US 1 American Institutions

C ourse Format
C ourse Website: C anvas
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, additional
readings, etc. can be found on the Canvas Leaning Management System course login website
at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging
system through MySJSU at http://my.sjsu.edu to learn of any updates. Be sure to also review
your Canvas notification settings, as I will be posting announcements via Canvas. Elect to have
announcements forwarded immediately to your primary email address. Please note that this is
not an online class. Do not rely on the Canvas site to substitute your presence in class. Your
attendance is required to get a good grade. Furthermore, you will be required to submit your
written assignments via Canvas. I will demonstrate how to do this during the first week of class,
but if you have any questions, consult the eCampus website at http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/
and/or come to my office hours. Do not wait to ask questions until a few hours before an
assignment is due. You may not receive a just-in-time response.
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C ourse Description
This course will examine the development of the U.S. from before the era of European
expansion through the Civil War. Emphasis will be given to the historical and political factors
that shaped the culture, society and institutions of the nation. This approach will focus on the
roles played by workers, immigrants, and people of color generally and Asian Americans in
particular. Since Asian immigrants did not arrive in large numbers until the 1850s, AAS 33A will
focus on the historical experiences of Native Americans, African Americans, Latinx Americans,
and women. Such an examination of minority groups in the United States will help us
understand the development of this country as a diverse, multicultural nation.
This course will also examine the development of national political ideologies, institutions and
practices. Topics will include the nature of government, the evolution of the Constitution,
federalism, civil liberties and civil rights, political parties and interest groups and the ways in
which politics and public policy have been interwoven with struggles over the issues of race,
ethnicity, gender, and class.

C ourse Goals
GE Learning O utcomes (GELO )
GELO 1 (US1): Students will be able describe the principal events, developments, ideas,
politics, and international relations in all the territories now in the United States from the
beginnings of this society until the present. While considering these topics, students should be
asked to analyze certain subtopics, including
a) The continent’s earliest inhabitants, colonization, slavery, the American Revolution and
the early Republic, territorial expansion, economic development, political reform and
reaction, Civil War, foreign relations, wars and conflicts, religious, labor and civil rights
movements, feminism, environmentalism and identity politics; and
b) Within the study of these subtopics should be a consideration of women and gender
relations; the history and experience of racial and ethnic minorities; immigration to the
United States and the experiences of immigrants; and patterns of race and class
relations.
Assessed by essay questions on two exams.
GELO 2 (D2): Place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and
spatial contexts.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
GELO 3 (D2): Students will be able to identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural,
gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the
similarities, differences, linkages, and interactions between them.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
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GELO 4 (D2): Students will be able to evaluate social science information, draw on different
points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
GELO 5 (D2): Students will be able to compare and contrast two or more ethnic groups,
cultures, regions, nations, or social systems.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
C ourse Learning O utcomes (C LO )
Upon successful completion of the course students will be able to
1. Identify the interactive social roles and relationships of diverse cultural groups, such as
American Indians, African Americans, women, European immigrants, Latinos, Pacific
Islanders, and Asian immigrants in shaping the development of North America,
including U.S. history and political institutions through the end of the Civil War.
Students will learn of key events, individuals, groups, and organizations that reflect the
ability of diverse groups to effect social change in the protection of their rights and
liberties.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
2. Analyze the contemporary development of American democracy in cultural, historical,
environmental, and spatial contexts. Students will be able to identify the expanding
definitions of “the people” in the United States as reflected in the effects of race, class,
and gender on citizenship and voting rights.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
3. Demonstrate a critical, interdisciplinary awareness of how U.S. history and political
institutions have been shaped by developments in Europe, Asia, Latin America and
Africa. Students will be able to identify key events in England, Europe, Africa, Latin
America, and Asia in the context of the colonization of North America and the formation
of the English colonies leading to the American Revolution and the establishment of the
United States.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
4. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of distinct social science perspectives. Students
will be able to compare and contrast social science theories, such as classical liberalism,
classical conservatism, assimilation, imperialism and colonization in understanding
issues of ethnicity, race, class, and gender.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
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C ourse Learning O utcomes (C LO ) continued
5. Demonstrate an interdisciplinary understanding of the development of U.S. political
institutions, i.e., the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the federal system of government,
the political party system, and to understand their interaction with culturally diverse
groups in early U.S. history. Through the utilization of social science perspectives,
students will be able to identify the evolving nature of democracy in the “living”
Constitution.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
6. Demonstrate an interdisciplinary understanding of the relationship between the early
development of the U.S. as a multicultural society and the experiences of Asian
Americans, including early contacts between the U.S. and Asia, Chinese immigration
after 1848, and how the status of Asian Americans relates to the experiences of Native
Americans, African Americans, Euro Americans, Hispanic Americans, and women.
Students will be able to identify the impact of ethnicity, race, class, and gender in the
formation of the United States.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).
7. Write essays of critical analyses of major problems in U.S. history, society and politics.
Students will be able to write essays totaling over 1,500 words addressing issues of
race, class, ethnicity, and gender.
Assessed by the 2 C ompare and C ontrast Essay assignments (1500 words).

Required Texts/Readings
Textbooks
Greenberg, Edward S., and Benjamin I. Page, The Struggle for Democracy, 11th Edition,
Pearson Publishers, 2014 ISBN-13: 978-0133915273; ISBN-10: 0133915271
Jones, Jacqueline, et. al., C reated Equal: A Social and Political History of the United
States, 4th Edition, Pearson Publishers, 2014 (Combined 33A and 33B edition) ISBN13: 978-0205901302; ISBN-10: 0205901301
Franks, Joel S. Keywords and Concepts in Asian American History, BVT Publishing, 2015
Students who wish to purchase the eBook format can go to http://www.bvtstudents.com
and search by the last name, the whole or part of the title, or by ISBN 978-1-62751-7447.
Students may also purchase the eBook from the bookstore.
These textbooks are available for purchase at Spartan Bookstore and other outlets.
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C ourse Requirements and Assignments
EXAM #1 (15%)
All exams will consist of a combination of short and long essay items based on class lectures,
activities, and readings. Objective questions are a possibility. This exam will cover the assigned
chapters in the textbooks, Canvas activities, and lectures for weeks 1 through 6. This exam
will assess GELO 1.
EXAM #2 (15%)
All exams will consist of a combination of short answer and long essay items based on class
lectures, activities, and readings. Objective questions are a possibility. This exam will cover the
assigned chapters in the textbooks, Canvas activities, and lectures for weeks 7 through 12.
This exam will assess GELO 1.
C O MPARE AND C O NTRAST PAPER 1 and 2 (30%)
These assignments will require that you use the assigned readings and class lectures to write 2
papers (3-4 pages each) comparing two or more ethnic groups cultures, regions, nations, or
social systems in the context of US history. Your paper will be graded on how well you answer
the question and how well you apply the relevant readings and lectures to support your
argument. The essay questions and details of these assignments will be distributed 3 weeks
prior to the due date. The first paper is due in week 9 and the second paper is due in week 14.
These papers will assess GELO 2, GELO 3, GELO 4 and GELO 5.
PARTIC IPATIO N (15%)
Your participation grade will be based upon completion of in-class assignments such as group
projects, in-class and Canvas class exercises and quizzes, as well as display of appropriate class
protocol. You are expected to read the assigned chapters before the date of class.
Unannounced quizzes or in-class assignments may be given based upon your prior reading.
There is no make-up for these in-class exercises. Study a little harder for exams to make up for
points lost. I understand that not all students feel comfortable speaking up on a regular basis,
but your weekly readings and notes should help you collect your thoughts and give you ideas
to actively contribute to class discussion. You may also come to my office hours so that we can
discuss the course material. At the end of the course, you will be required to submit a
short write- up evaluating the quality of your course participation. Note: It may also
be possible to speak too much. Remember to “step up or step back” as appropriate.
FINAL EXAM (25%)
All exams will consist of a combination of short and long essay items based on class lectures,
activities, and readings. The final exam will cover the assigned chapters in the textbooks,
Canvas activities, and lectures for the entire semester with a focus on weeks 13 through 15.
This exam will assess GELO 1.
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EXTRA C REDIT
While unlikely, extra credit may be assigned at the discretion of your section instructor.

Assignments and Grading Policy
EXAMS/PAPERS &
DUE DATES

% POINTS POSSIBLE

GELO Assessed

EXAM 1
(Week 6)

15%

GELO1

EXAM 2
(Week 12)

15%

GELO1

Compare & Contrast
PAPER 1
(Week 9)

15%

GELO 2, 3, 4, 5

Compare & Contrast
PAPER 2
(Week 14)

15%

GELO 2, 3, 4, 5

FINAL EXAM
(Wednesday, Dec. 13)

25%

GELO1

PARTIC IPATIO N

15%
100% possible

Grading Scale
B+ 87-89.9
C + 77-79.9
D+ 67-69.9

A 93-100
B 83-86.9
C 73-76.9
D 63-66.9
F <60

ABCD-

90-92.9
80-82.9
70-72.9
60-62.9

C lassroom Protocol
By all means, treat your fellow students and your instructor with respect. Be on time, be
engaged, avoid using your handheld electronic gadgets, and do your part to help make a
great learning experience. Students are expected participate in class discussions and exercises,
and to be attentive to lectures and discussions. You may use tablets and laptops during class
for note taking or accessing your readings. If misused, electronic devices will be banned at the
instructor's discretion. If students feel like they need to tape lectures and/or take photos of
power point slides, they will need to attain the instructors' permission. Any disrespectful or
threatening behavior will be reported to campus administration and campus police.
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C ommunication Protocol
When emailing the instructor, include the following information in your draft. If not, you may
not get a response to your email. Also, if your question can be addressed by reviewing the
syllabus, I will respond with “Check Syllabus.”
• Subject: AAS 33A Section [insert section #] - [insert short topic of email content]
• Body:
Dear Dr. Kwan,
After perusing the syllabus and checking in with a fellow classmate, I have a question
regarding [insert question here].
Sincerely,
[insert First Name and Last Name]
Do not expect to receive an immediate reply. Your email, however, will be returned within 48
hours, not inclusive of weekends. Because of this, make good use of office hours.

C redit Hours
SJSU classes are designed such that in order to be successful, it is expected that students
will spend a minimum of forty-five hours for each unit of credit (normally three hours per unit
per week), including preparing for class, participating in course activities, completing
assignments, and so on. More details about student workload can be found in University Policy
S12-3 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf.

University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as
academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and
Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information Webpage at
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/.

C ourse Schedule
W EEK

DATE

TO PICS, READIN GS, ASSIGN M EN TS, DEADLIN ES

1

Aug. 23

Syllabus and Introductions

2

Aug. 28
Aug. 30

Keywords in Social Science

Sept. 4

LABOR DAY – CAMPUS CLOSED

3

Sept. 6

& Franks, Chapter 1

North American Founders

& Jones, Chapter 1
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W EEK

DATE
Sept. 11

4
Sept. 13

5

Sept. 18
Sept. 20
Sept. 25

6
Sept. 27

Oct. 2
7
Oct. 4

Oct. 9
8

TO PICS, READIN GS, ASSIGN M EN TS, DEADLIN ES
European Footholds in North America, 1600-1660

& Jones, Chapter 2
European Control of North America, 1660-1715

& Jones, Chapter 3
African Enslavement: The Terrible Transformation, 1565-1770

& Jones, Chapter 4
An American Babel: 1713-1763

& Jones, Chapter 5
Social Theories

& Franks, Chapter 2

@ Exam 1 ?
Limits of Imperial Control, 1763-1775

& Jones, Chapter 6
Revolutionaries at War, 1775-1783

& Jones, Chapter 7
Political Science Perspectives

Oct. 11

& Franks, Chapter 3
& Greenberg and Page, Forward and Chapter 1
New Beginnings: The Creation of the United States,

Oct. 16

The 1780s and the Constitution

& Jones, Chapter 8
& Greenberg and Page, Chapters 2 and 3
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Revolutionary Legacies, 1789-1803
Oct. 18

& Jones, Chapter 9

4 Paper 1 Due 4
Society and Politics in the “Age of the Common Man” 1819-1832,
10

Oct. 23
Oct. 25

Congress

& Jones, Chapter 11
& Greenberg and Page, Chapter 11
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W EEK

DATE

TO PICS, READIN GS, ASSIGN M EN TS, DEADLIN ES
History and Objectivity,
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Oct. 30
Nov. 1

Nov. 6
12
Nov. 8

Nov. 13
13
Nov. 15

Defending and Expanding the Nation 1803-1818

& Jones, Chapter 10
& Franks, Chapter 4
Ante-bellum Slavery

& Jones, Chapter 12

@ Exam 2 ?
The Presidency

& Greenberg and Page, Chapter 12
Federal Bureaucracy and the Courts

& Greenberg and Page, Chapters 13 and 14
Western Expansion

Nov. 20
14

& Jones, Chapter 12 (reread and annotate)

4 Paper 2 Due 4
Nov. 22

NO CLASS – CAMPUS OPEN

15

Nov. 27
Nov. 29

Asia, the Pacific, and Early Chinese Immigration

16

Dec. 4
Dec. 6

Origins of the Civil War

Dec. 11
17
Dec. 13

& Franks, Chapter 5
& Jones, Chapter 13
Civil War

& Jones, Chapter 14

@ Final

Exam ?

12:15-2:30p

Your instructor retains the rights to modify the syllabus as necessary to accommodate course and
student needs.
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